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Tree planted at nursery line

PID1 TREE IRRIGATION SYSTEM

1 x 30cm (12") header, base and debris cap

3M (10ft) of membrane

RF1P ROOTBALL FIXING SYSTEM - PLATI-MAT

3 x S41 anchors

1 x Two way ratchet tensioner with 4M (10ft) of 3mm galvanised wire

3 x Plati-Mat rootball protection mesh

PIDCAPALU

Aluminium cap 100mm (4")

TREE HEIGHT: 2.5M (8ft) - 4.5M (15ft)

CIRCUMFERENCE: 12cm - 25cm 

1. DUE TO SETTLEMENT ALL TREES

    SHOULD BE RE-TENSIONED AFTER

    PLANTING
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GROUND PREPARATION

Subsoil shall meet the following specification:

Texture 5-50% clay

PH 6-7.5

Stones <20%

To be free from toxic substances, weed seeds, plastic,

metals etc.

Subsoil shall be spread to a minimum of 250mm below

new grass and shrub areas. Tree pits to be constructed as

described in section 'Plant and Planting Specification'.

Subsoil to be spread by hand or using a back-acting track

vehicle to cause minimum compaction and loss of soil

structure. No soil handling shall be undertaken when the

soil is wetter than the plastic limit.

Topsoil

Imported topsoil shall be General Purpose Grade as

described in Table 2, Topsoil Characteristics of BS 3882:

1994 Specification for Topsoil. Soil shall be stored in

heaps not exceeding 1.5 m high. Heaps shall be graded to

shed water and avoid ponding, maintained in a weed-free

condition and protected from contamination or trespass by

heavy machinery.

Topsoil shall be lightly consolidated in layers not

exceeding 150mm using track laying machinery. Works

shall not be undertaken in periods of wet weather.

PLANT AND PLANTING SPECIFICATION

All plant stock, plant handling and planting to be undertaken

in accordance with the following British Standard

Specifications and Code of Practice:

BS3936: 1992 Part 1 Nursery Stock, Specification for Trees

and Shrubs

BS3936: 1981 Part 10 Nursery Stock, Ground Cover Plants

BS4428: 1989 Recommendations for general landscaping

operations

BS4043: 1989 Recommendations for transplanting

root-balled trees

The Code of Practice for Plant Handling 1985 (Horticultural

Trades Association)

Plant Stock

Plant stock to be supplied in accordance with the size and

description specified on the plant schedule and position

indicated on the drawing number.

Plant stock shall be of local provenance as far as possible

and be healthy, vigorous, free from pests and diseases and

hardened off for the proposed situation of planting and lifted

at a time in accordance with good nursery practice. Stock

shall have a well formed fibrous root system and be free

from perennial weeds. The form of trees shall be in

accordance with BS3936: Part 1:1992, Section 7, Form of

Trees.

Topsoil shall be laid to the following minimum depths:

150mm below new grass areas

400mm beneath new shrub areas.

Finished levels, after settlement, shall be as follows:

25mm above adjacent paving from new grassed areas.

75mm below adjacent paving and grass for mulched

planting beds.

150mm below damp proof courses.

Ground Conditioning

40 litres of compost to be incorporated into the top 200mm

of each square metre of topsoil for all ornamental shrub

beds.

Container grown plants should be moist when

received and watered before and on completion of

planting.

All plant materials shall be lifted, bundled, labelled,

packaged, transported, temporarily stored and

planting in accordance with the procedures and

methods illustrated in the publication, 'Plant

Handling (Horticultural: Trades Association) and

relevant sections of BS 4043: 1989 Transplanting

Root Balled Trees.

Bare-root trees and transplants should be kept with

their roots enclosed in polythene bags as supplied

and protected from sun and wind until immediately

before planting. However, if it appears that the roots

are dry, they should be immersed in water for up to

24 hours prior to planting.

Care should be taken when handling root-balled

trees and lifting with hooks is recommended. Do not

disturb or break up the root-ball during handling or

planting.

Hedging plant stock should be well branched and

fully furnished to the base.

All bare root stock shall be planting between

November and April. If planting is to be carried out

at any other time of the year, containerised stock

shall be used. Plants shall be delivered to site in

quantities that can be planted the same day. No

plant roots shall be allowed to dry out.

Plant stock shall be watered in the same day with 5 litres per
plant.

TREE PLANTING

Preparing the planting hole

Ideally the planting hole should be at least 1.5 times the

diameter and no deeper than the root ball, to give the plant a

perfect start.

Remove any material from the hole which may stop root

growth, and loosen the bottom and sides of the hole to make

it easier for the roots to establish; this is especially important

in heavy soils. Base of pit to be filled with 200mm of 3:1 mix

of approved topsoil/compost.

Unloading and preparing the tree for planting

When unloading, trees should only be lifted by the root ball

as lifting from the stem can cause considerable damage.

Remove any plastic packaging or bags from the root ball

before planting. If trees are dispatched wrapped with

hessian and wire mesh do not remove the hessian and wire

mesh as they help reduce root damage when planting. They

are bio-degradable and will start to decompose quickly,

releasing the roots.

Untie the head of the tree, and gently tease the branches

back into position.

Planting the tree

Trees to be centrally located and stem placed in an upright

position.

An anchoring and irrigation system such as the one by

Platipus in the drawing may be appropriate on this

development to keep lines crisp and clean. Manufacturer's

instructions for planting and fixing the system should be

following.

Pit to be back-filled with a 3:1 mix of an approved

topsoil/compost. Backfill firmly to 50mm above previous

ground level to allow settlement.

MULCH

All shrub beds shall be spread with a medium grade bark

mulch to a settled depth of 75mm. Mulch to be free from

fines, weeds, disease and contaminants.

WATERING

Plant stock to receive the following quantities of water:

Semi-mature trees: 75 litres each month between April and

September

Shrub and transplants: 5 litres/plant on three occasions

throughout the growing season.

Watering to be undertaken during the first 24 months.

TURF

Soil type: the soil in which the turf was grown should match as

closely as possible the soil on which it will be laid.

Turf size: turf shall be supplied in either small rolls or big rolls.

Small rolls will be 600mm wide and 1.65m long – total area 1m2.

Big rolls can be supplied in a variety of sizes, to be agreed in

advance.

General health of turf: the sward must be green and must not be

visibly affected by any pest or disease.

Cutting height: the height of the sward when harvested should

not exceed 35mm.

Thickness of thatch or fibre: the thickness of uncompressed

thatch should be between 5 and 15mm.

Thickness of soil: the soil layer beneath the thatch should be

between 5 and 15mm deep.

Preparation

At least 100mm topsoil is required for healthy growth of grass.

Where there is no subsoil, at least 300m2 of topsoil is required.

Supply and spread pre-turfing fertiliser over area to be turfed.

Lightly cultivate, harrow and rake topsoil into a fine tilth suitable

for final grading.

Remove all extraneous material including all debris and

perennial weeds, and all surface stones in excess of 35mm.

Rake to a true, even, consolidated surface. To avoid compaction

do not work with wet soil.

Storage

Turf should be delivered to site within 36 hours of lifting (note: in

spring and summer this period should be reduced to ensure turf

is fresh and green on delivery).

Care should be taken whilst transporting to avoid deterioration

or damage.

Turf is a highly perishable product, particularly in warm weather.

Preparations should, therefore, be made to lay the turf as soon

as possible after delivery. Turf should be laid the day of delivery

during hot weather.

Turf is to be unloaded clear of those areas to be turfed.

Prior to laying, turf should be stacked on flat level ground

preferably in a shaded area.

Laying Turf

Start laying the turf along a straight side, butting the ends

closely together.

On subsequent rows, stagger the joints like brickwork, making

sure that there are no gaps. If you need to adjust the position of

the turf after unrolling, always push it rather than pulling it to

avoid stretching.

Work from planks laid on the newly laid turf to avoid making

footprints.

Make sure that there is complete contact between the underside

of the turf and the topsoil. If necessary, tamp or roll the turf

lightly as you go along.

Try not to leave any gaps between the turfs, but if they do occur

they should be filled with topsoil and lightly firmed

Watering

Water immediately after laying.

The first watering should ensure that the soil is damp to a depth

of 100mm. Keep the turf, and the soil under it, damp – you can

check this by turning up a corner of the turf.

Do not over-water the turf. Over-watering will create boggy

conditions and promote grass diseases.

In the days following, water only in the morning and early

evening.

Water less and less frequently over the first 28 days. The turf

should never be allowed to dry out and go brown in this period.

GRASS SEEDING

Preparation for seeding

Remove weeds using a herbicide, then plough or dig to bury the

surface vegetation. Harrow or rake to produce a medium tilth and roll,

or treat to produce a firm surface.

Seed is best sown in the autumn or spring. The seed must be surface

sown. Sow in overlapping sections. Firm in the seed with a roll or by

treating to give good soil/seed contact.

Platipus earth anchoring and irrigation systems

RF1P - Rootball Fixing System Plati-Mat

P.481.14.04(2)
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