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 This document is issued for the party which commissioned it and for specific purposes connected with the above-captioned project only. 

It should not be relied upon by any other party or used for any other purpose. 

We accept no responsibility for the consequences of this document being relied upon by any other party, or being used for any other 

purpose, or containing any error or omission which is due to an error or omission in data supplied to us by other parties. 

This document contains confidential information and proprietary intellectual property. It should not be shown to other parties without 

consent from us and from the party which commissioned it. 
This report has been pr epared sol ely for use by the party  which commissi oned it (the ‘Client’) i n connecti on with the capti oned proj ect.  It  should not be used for any other  purpose. N o person other than the Client or any party  who has expressly  agreed terms of r eliance with us (the ‘Reci pient(s)’) may rely  on the co ntent, i nformati on or any vi ews expressed i n the repor t. W e accept no duty of care, responsi bility or liability to any other r eci pient of  thi s document. This r eport is  confi denti al and contains  pr opri etary  intell ectual property.  

No representati on, w arranty or under taki ng, expr ess  or im plied, is  made and no responsi bility or liability is accepted by  us to any party  other than the Cli ent or any  Reci pient(s),  as  to the accuracy  or com pleteness of the i nformati on contai ned i n this r eport.  For  the avoidance of doubt this r eport does  not in any w ay purport to i nclude any  legal , insur ance or fi nanci al advice or opi nion.  
We disclaim all and any liability w hether arising i n tort or contrac t or  otherwise which it  might otherwise have to any  party  other than the Cli en t or the Reci pient(s),  in r espect of this  report , or any  information attri buted to i t.  

We accept no r esponsibility  for any  error or omission i n the r eport w hich is due to an error or omission i n data, information or statem ents supplied to us  by other par ties  incl udi ng the client (‘D ata’). We have not i ndependently verified such D ata and have assum ed it to be accurate, com plete, r eli abl e and current as of the date of such inform ation.  
Forecasts presented i n this docum ent w ere pr epared usi ng Data and the report  is dependent or based on D ata. Inevitably, som e of the assumptions used to develop the for ecasts will not be realised and unantici pated events and circumstances m ay occur. C onsequently M ott MacDonal d does not guarantee or warr ant the concl usi ons  contain ed i n the repor t as there are likely  to be differ ences betw een the for ecas ts and the ac tual results and those di ffer ences may be m aterial.  Whil e w e consi der that the inform ation and opini ons given i n this r eport are sound all parti es m ust rely on their ow n skill and j udgement when m aking use of it .  

Under no circumstances m ay this  report  or any extr act or summary  ther eof be used in connection wi th any public or private securities offering i ncluding any rel ated mem orandum  or prospectus for any securities  offering or stock exchange listing or announcement.  
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1 Background 

Mott MacDonald Limited has been commissioned by Liverpool Football Club (LFC) to undertake a high-level 
review of potential impacts in relation to ecological issues at Anfield Stadium. The review is due to a planning 
application for a change of use at the stadium to permit the staging of concerts and events.  
 
It is proposed that the concerts and events would take place over a 6-week window at the end of the football 
season, from mid-May to the end of June. The application requests that up to 10 events per annum be 
permitted, which could cover music concerts, other sporting events or alternative performances. This 
assessment covers the potential effects of such uses of the stadium in relation to ecology, and provides 
recommendations as required. 
 
A previous survey undertaken to support the application for expansion of the stadium (LPA ref: 14F/1262) 
identified the presence of a single bat in the Kop Stand. Following the results and recommendations of that 
initial bat assessment (January 2014), a preliminary bat roost assessment was repeated to inform the 
requirement for further surveys to determine the current presence/absence of bats within Anfield Stadium.  
A daytime site visit was conducted on 26th April 2018, by Caroline Maghanga (Senior Ecologist), and Sam 
Smith (bat licensed Ecologist, licence number 2015-17851-CLS-CLS). The results of the site visit are 
summarised in Section 2.  
 
Based on the findings of the initial bat roost assessment, and the presence of bat droppings observed and 
collected during the visit on 26th April 2018 (which were in the same location as originally discovered in 
2014), a further endoscope check and evening emergence survey were undertaken on 16th May 2018 by 
Paul Renshaw (Senior Ecologist and bat licence holder, ref: 2015-15158-CLS-CLS) and Sarah Lyons 
(Graduate Ecologist). Further surveys were undertaken with four surveyors situated internally and externally 
to the potential bat roost on the dusk of the 5th June by Paul Renshaw, Steph Cottell (Senior Ecologist), Kim 
Bowman (Graduate Ecologist) and Nick Haigh (Graduate Ecologist) and dawn of 16th June with Sam Smith, 
Kim Bowman, Nick Haigh and Celise Taylor (Graduate Ecologist).  

2 Results and Discussion  

The conclusion of the initial bat roost assessment has not changed from that carried out in 2014; the stands 

and buildings still generally have low bat roost potential, and bat droppings were again observed underneath 

the back handrail of the 2nd floor of the Kop corridor, full details of which can be found in Environmental 

Statement Expansion of Anfield Stadium of Liverpool Football Club Volume 2, Part 3, Appendix 4.1 

Technical Note 
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(Document reference: 317415/WTD/BTL/2/B). This identified a minor roost on the second floor Kop corridor 

and have stated this is probably due to the limited use of the stadium over the summer period. 

A sample of these droppings were collected and analysed. The results confirm they are from a common 

pipistrelle bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus. 

Using an endoscope, the crevice between the handrail and the wall was carefully examined all the way along 

the structure to check for the presence of any bats. None were observed. 

No bats emerged from this structure during the evening emergence survey. 

As a consequence of these surveys it that this is a transient roost, which is not occupied all the time. It is 

difficult to determine the impact of the proposed change of use of the stadium as it is currently not possible to 

state when any bats last roosted within the Kop corridor, or whether they will roost there again.  

 

Table 1: Photographs of site 

Description 

and Grid 

Reference.  

Ecological 

constraint (if 

applicable)  

Photo reference(s)                                            

● Photograph to 
illustrate the 2nd 
floor corridor at 
the back of the 
Kop stand. Note 
the height of the 
handrail on left 
side. 

 

 

 

Photo 1. 

● Hand rail along 
back wall of 
corridor 
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Photo 2. 

● Crevice between 
wall and handrail 
(searched with 
endoscope along 
length of 
wall/handrail). 

 

 

Photo 3. 

● Bat droppings 
stuck to wall 
underneath 
handrail. 

 

 

Photo 4. 

● Photograph to 
show the wall in 
relation to the 
handrail. 
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3 Conclusions and Recommendations  

No bats were directly observed either behind the handrail, or emerging/flying in the corridor. Whilst there is 

evidence of previous bat presence, it is difficult to confirm either the continued presence of this bat(s), or that 

they are no longer present. There is no guaranteed method to determine the age of bat droppings. 

The 16th May dusk emergence survey recorded no bats emerging, commuting or foraging during the whole 

survey. The ecologists remained within the corridor with one occasionally heading out onto the pitch side. 

The 5th June dusk emergence survey recorded no bats emerging, commuting or foraging during the whole 

survey. No bats were seen emerging from the inside corridor or externally. No calls were recorded during the 

external survey. 

On the dawn survey of 16th June one bat was seen to be flying around the stadium around half an hour 

before dawn. This disappeared prior to dawn and was not thought to be roosting within the stadium. Nothing 

was seen entering the building either on the corridor or on the external survey. 

The conditions within the stadium are not of high quality for foraging bats. There were no insects and little 

habitat for insects. The pitch grass is of limited value for foraging due to being heavily cut and fertilised.  

From the surveys carried out no bats are thought to be roosting within the Anfield stadium. There is no 

evidence to say that bats are consistently still using the identified location for roosting. 
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